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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claim 11 without prejudice or disclaimer as to the 
subject matter contained therein. 

Please ar^efid th e claims as follows: 
1 . (Twice Amended) An image communication system in whicl 
an image server and a client computer having a display devic5e are 
capable of communicating with each other, the image ^rsf^x storing 
image data representing an image, 

wherein said client computer compris^gr^: 
a first transmission device transraftting, to said image server, 
a command to transmit the image ^ta stored in said image server; 
and 

a second transmission^ device transmitting, to said image 
server, display information/relating to said display device, said first 
and second transmission devices transmitting the respective 
command and display information to reduce the amount of image 
data that said image server is required to process, and 

wherein said image server comprises: 
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a data quantity reduction device reducing the datp..--qTJaiitity 
of image data to be transmitted in re^pefise to the image 
transmission command transmitted^from said first transmission 
\ device, on the basis of^^tile display information transmitted from 

said second transifiission device, and 

an iEfiage data transmission device transmitting, to said 
clienfexomputer, the reduced image data. 





5. (Twice Amended) An image server used in an 
communication system in which the image server and a clieni computer 
having a display device are capable of communicating^ith each other, 
wherein the image server stores image data pgpresenting an image, 
comprising: 

a receiving device receiving^ a command from a first 
transmission device in said cliem computer to transmit the image 
data stored in said image /erver, and to display information 
relating to said display dej/ice that is transmitted from a second 
transmission device sai(^ client computer , said first and second 
transmissio n devices/transmitting the respective command and 
display informatioia to reduce the amount of image data that said 
image server iyrequired to process ; 
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a data quantity reduction device reducing the data quantity 
of image data to be transmitted on the basis^^ot.j=ec5eived display 
information; 

an image data transmission device transmitting, to said 
,($lient computer, the reduced image data. 

9. (Twice Amended) A client computer having a display devj 
used in an image communication system in which an im^tge server 
storing image data representing an image and the clie;^^ computer are 
capable of communicating with each other, comprisifig: 

a first transmission device transrmtting, to said image server, 
a command to transmit the image data stored in said image 
server[, and]; 

a second transmissijg^h device transmitting, to said image 
server, [to] display information relating to said display device , said 
first and second transmission devices transmitting the respective 
command and display information to reduce the amount of image 
data that said image server is required to process : and 

a ^^ceiving device receiving the image data reduced on the 
basi:^ of the display information in said image server. 



13. (Twice Amended) An image^.omrrfunication system in which 
an image server^aiid^an^i receiver having a display device are 

capable of cqjnmunicating with each other, 
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wherein said image server comprises: 

an image display data transmission device fop^ransmitting 
image display data for displaying a plurality^f sample images 
images in side by side fashion on the disptay device for comparison 
and selection by a user, each of/said sample images having 
different characteristics and bejd^ Lransmitted to said image data 
receiver, and 

wherein said imagi^data receiver comprises: 

an image chamcteristics setting device for receiving the 
transmitted imag^ display data, for displaying the plurality of 
sample images/on said display device on the basis of the received 
image display data, and for determining characteristics relating to 
the image ^elected from the displayed sample images; and 

an/ image characteristics data transmission device for 
transmitting data representing the determined image 
characteristics to said image server. 




17. (Twice Amended) An image data receiver having a di^ 
device used in an image communication system in which3Jnrirnage server 
and the image data receiver are capable of c^Hifnunicating with each 
other, comprising: 

an image charactej?r^tics setting device for receiving the 

image display dat^-^r displaying a plurality of sample images in 



8 



09/107,486 




displaying the plurality of sample images on sajd---dTsp]Sy 
device on the basis of the received image disptSy lata; 

determining characterisjie^relating to the image selected 
from the displayed sapar^Ie images; and 

transmittifig data representing the determined image 
characteristics from said image data receiver to said image server. 





25. (Twice Amended) An image communication system in whic} 
an image server and a client computer are capable of comnmiiicating 
with each other, wherein image data and information i^ating to the 
image data are transmitted from said client computer to said image 



server, 



wherein said image server [corn^ises] further includes : 

an image output device for jtuitputting an image on the basis 
of the information relating to Jiie image data transmitted from said 
client computer; and 

an image informaj^fon transmission device for transmitting, 
to said client computer, the information relating to the image data 
transmitted from sara client computer, {and] 

wherein saia client computer [comprises] further includes a 
retrieval mearis for retrieving image data specified by the 
information /elating to the image data transmitted from said image 
server_i_ai^ 
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wherein said image output device and said img 
information transmission device in said image server, ai^d^ said 
retrieval means in said client computer are each/^^'^eparate and 
distinct components within the image communication system . 




25. (Twice Amended) A client coihputer used in an image 
communication system in which an image server having a printer and 
the client computer are capable/of communicating with each other, 
comprising: 

a receiving deylce for receiving a part of printing template 
image data, whicfh is transmitted from said image server and 
represents a part of a window- synthesizing user image , and which 
is used for ifrinting processing in said printer; and 

a >synthesis device for synthesizing the received part of the 
printifig template image data and a part of user image data stored 
the client computer. 




29. (Twice Amended) In an image communicatipn-^^stem in 
which an image server and a client cop:ifJtiter are capable of 
communicating with each other, an^Hmage communication method 
comprising: 

transmittingximage data and information relating to the 
image date^^fom said client computer to said image server; 
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outputting, in said image server, an image on the basis^M 
the information relating to the image data transmitted p?om said 
client computer; 

transmitting the information relating the image data 
transmitted from said client computer frojai said image server to 
said client computer; and 

retrieving, in said client compditer, image data specified by 
the information relating to the ijnage data transmitted from said 
image server^ 

wherein said transmit^ng of image data to and outputting 
the image from said image Server, and said retrieving of image data 
in said client computer,/ are performed by separate and distinct 
components in the image communication system . 



30. (Twice Amendea) A method of synthesizing images in a 
client computer which is /used in an image communication system in 
which an image server having a printer and the client computer are 
capable of communicating with each other, comprising: 

receiving a /part of printing template image data, which is 

transmitted from said image server and represents a part of a 

window-synthesizing user image , and which is used for printing 

processing in said printer; and 
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S3mth£sig ing the rccoivcd part of the ^pritrtlng template image 
fta and a part of user image data stored in the client computer. 






33. (Twice Amended) A computer-readable recording medim 
storing a program used in an image communication system in wmch an 
image server and a client computer are capable of comm^jjnicating with 
each other, the program controlling the computer so asrto: 

transmit image data and informatiorr relating to the image 
data from said client computer to said iinage server; 

output, in said image server,yan image on the basis of the 
information relating to the image/data transmitted from said client 
computer; 

transmit, from said in^age server to said client computer, the 
information relating to th^ image data transmitted from said client 
computer; and 

retrieve, in said/client computer, image data specified by the 
information relating/to the image data transmitted from said image 



server^ 



the image fro: 



wherein Staid transmitting of image data to and outputting 
ny said ii 
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image server, and said retrieving of image data 



in said client computer, are performed by separate and distinct 



/ 



components in the image communication system under the control 
of said'^ogram . 
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34. (Twice Amended) A computer- readable recording medh 
storing a program for synthesizing images in a client computer^hich is 
used in an image communication system in which anyirnage server 
having a printer and the client computer are capable pi communicating 
with each other, the program controlling the compu^r so as to: 

receive a part of printing template image data, which is 
transmitted from said image server /and represents a part of a 
window- synthesizing user image , ^nd which is used for printing 
processing in said printer; and 

synthesize the received ypart of the printing template image 
data and a part of user image data stored in the client computer. 

35. (Twice Amended) An image editing system in which an 
image server and a plurality of client computers are capable of 
communicating with one another, an image represented by image data is 
edited in one of said client computers, and editing information relating to 
the edited image is transmitted from said one client computer to said 
image server, 

wherein execution Hata indicating that an image is edited for the 
first time or re-edited after said initial editing is transmitted from said 
one or another client computer to said image server prior to initial editing 
or subsequent re-ed^:ing the image, 

wherein said /image server further includes: 
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a judgment device for judging whether or not tfaj^-^^ lriitial 
editing or re-editing after said initial editing is allgjv^ on the basis 
of said transmitted execution, and 

an allowance data transmission device for transmitting, 
when said judgement device kldges that the initial editing or re- 
editing after said initial editing of the image is allowed, allowance 
data to said one or another client computer which has been 
allowed to edit or/re-edit the image, and 

wheren/^ said one or another client computer further includes 
a control/device for performing the initial editing or re-editing after 
sajd^itial editing in response to the receiving of allowance data. 




4 1 . (Twice Amended) A client computer constituting a systemTn 
which an image server and a plurality of client computers ^.re capable of 
communicating with one another, comprising: 

an image editing device for perforxafng initial editing of an 
image and subsequent re-editing of th^^itially edited image : 

a receiving device for receiving data representing allowance 
of [edition of an] the initial editing or subsequent re-editing of the 
image , which is transmitted from the client computer; and 

a controller for"^ controlling the image editing device so as to 
execute [editionj /iriitial editing of [an] the image , or subsequent re- 
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editing of the edited image in response to reception of tj^ 
allowance data by the receiving device. 



42. (Twice Amended) An image editing/^stem in which an 
image server and a plurality of client coinputers are capable of 
communicating with one another, an i^age represented by image 
data is edited in one of the client computers, and editing 
information relating to the edited image is transmitted from the 
one client computer to said imalge server, 

wherein execution data indicating that an image is initially 
edited or re-edited after saAd initial editing is transmitted from said 
one or from another of /said plurality of client computers to said 
image server prior to editing or re-editing the image, 

wherein said image server judges whether or not the initial 
editing or subsequent re-editing of the image is allowed on the 
basis of said transmitted execution data, and transmits, when said 
judgment device /judges that the initial editing or subsequent re- 
editing of the /mage is allowed, allowance data to said one or 
another client/ computer which has been allowed to edit or re-edit 
the image, and 

whe/ein said one or another client computer performs the 
initial editing or subsequent re-editing in response to receiving 
allowance data. 



